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March 21, 2012
The Honorable Cass Sunstein
Administrator of OIRA
The Office of Management and Budget
725 17th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20503

<t
Dear Administr%mstein: ( / o

Thank you for taking the time to speak with me today at the Courts, Commercial and
Administrative Law Subcommittee Hearing about my concerns with the Environmental
Protection Agency’s (EPA) rule regarding onboard diagnostic (OBD) system checks as part of
the vehicle inspection and maintenance program. While I appreciate and support the EPA’s
work to reduce harmful emissions, I am concerned that the OBD program is a flawed approach
that poses significant, undue financial costs to my constituents and creates only marginal
environmental benefits. I respectfully request that the Office of Information and Regulatory
Affairs (OIRA) review the impact and effectiveness of this regulation.

Since the OBD program was implemented in Memphis, I have received countless complaints
from Memphis residents who claim that they failed their vehicle inspection despite not having an
emissions-related problem. I have also spoken with mechanics in my district, and they estimate
that about 50 percent of the vehicles they examine that failed the OBD inspection have problems
that do not impact emissions. In addition to this anecdotal evidence, I have personally
experienced this problem. Several weeks ago, I failed the OBD test because my check engine
light was illuminated. However, after several diagnostic examinations and the traditional tailpipe
test, which I passed, it is abundantly clear that my vehicle does not have an emissions problem.

I'am fortunate that I can afford the $800 repair it is going to take for me to pass the inspection,
but with nearly one in five residents in metropolitan Memphis stuck below the poverty line (the
highest level in the nation), many of my constituents are far less fortunate and cannot afford
these expensive and unnecessary repairs. For these citizens, this burdensome regulation has a
significant impact because a failed inspection means that they cannot renew their license and
must forego driving their car or risk driving illegally. With Memphis’ large geographic area and
limited transit service, my constituents rely on their vehicles to get to work, to get their children
to school, and to take care of their daily needs. As a result, this regulation is reducing the
mobility of my constituents and in some cases even threatening their livelihoods.
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Given OIRA’s work to ensure that government regulations are fair, effective, and do not pose an
onerous financial burden, I ask that you review the OBD system check regulation. I think this
well-intended but flawed regulation is a perfect fit for reform under President Obama’s initiative
to fix and repeal ineffective rules and regulations. I trust that you will review this unfortunate
problem, and I offer my full support for your efforts.

As always, | remain,

Most sincerely,

e

teve Cohen
Member of Congress
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