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Dear Acting Secretary Duke and Attorney General Sessions:

The recent violence in Charlottesville, Virginia is a chilling reminder of threats posed by white
supremacists and other hate groups. According to Attorney General Sessions, the fatal car attack
met the definition of domestic terrorism. '

The number of incidents involving domestic terrorism in recent years has far exceeded the
number of incidents inspired by a violent interpretation of Islam. In 2015, the New York Times
reported that since September 11, 2001, “nearly twice as many people have been killed by white
supremacists, antigovernment fanatics and other non-Muslim extremists than by radical

Muslims.”?

Other analyses have found similar results.® 4

Despite this, questions persist about the amount of resources that are being devoted to detect and
disrupt domestic terrorist plots by white supremacists and other hate groups as compared to plots
inspired by a violent interpretation of Islam. For example, following conservative pushback
against its 2009 report on a rise of extremism, the Department of Homeland Security disbanded
the Extremism and Radicalization Branch of the Homeland Environment Threat Analysis
Division, and reduced the number of personnel studying domestic terrorism unrelated to Islam.’

! https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-nation/wp/2017/08/14/was-the-charlottesville-car-attack-domestic-
terrorism-a-hate-crime-or-both/?utm term=.115d7{67cd4a

2 http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/25/us/tally-of-attacks-in-us-challenges-perceptions-of-top-terror-
threat.html? r=0

* hitp://www.huffingtonpost.com/entrv/domestic-terrorism-white-supremacists-islamist-
extremists us 594c46e4e4b0da2c731a84df

4 http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-politics/terrorism-right-wing-america-muslims-islam-
white-supremacists-study-a780583 1.html

3 https:/www.washingtonpost.com/politics/homeland-security-department-curtails-home-grown-terror-
analysis/2011/06/02/AGQEaDLH _storv.html?tid=a inl&utm term=.3f2be74c6891
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[f anything, the Department of Homeland Security and the Department of Justice should be
redoubling their efforts to address domestic terrorism.

I 'urge the Department of Homeland Security to reestablish the Extremism and Radicalization
Branch of the Homeland Environment Threat Analysis Division, and in the meantime, I would
appreciate an update from each of you as to how each of your Departments are apportioning
resources to ensure that they are commensurate with the risk posed by white supremacists and
other hate groups acting as domestic terrorists.

As always, | remain,

Most sincerely,

N o

Steve Cohen
Member of Congress

Encl.
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Question: *Letiers refecenived below can be found on page 7.

As you know, in addition to threat of Internationally influenced tereorlsm, our nation also
faces setious threats from homegrows dumestic terrorists, Acoording fo the Southern
Poverty Law Conter, the number of hate gieowps In this country has increased 30 percent
ginge 2000, .

Wa are slso secing mare "lons wolf™ episodes, fike what took place recently in
Charlegton, ST, where seimeone becomes radicatized by novely surfing the ntemet,
Before killing 2 tanocent people, 1he suspect thers actively engaged withi white
rupremocist web sites, A8 horxiblo us this ineident was, it would be ndive to assume that
I i the only one out thers locking to act in pursult of this warped agenda,

Lam intecested to know wht kind of resaurces thedepartmeit is devoting to tracking
down and thwatting these kind domestle terrorists, I prifeular, does the Department of
Homeland Securily monitor exiromist intornet aetivity that could Jead to violencs? Does
the departiment mine chat rooms to find and thwart fiture domostio terrorlst plots?

Relalve to the smount of respurces the depagihent devotes o intemationnlly-infinesced
terraddet thronts, how riuch do you devete t these domestic, himegrown domestic
torrorist? How many people does the department have devoted (o this kind of domestic
getrgrim? Eow does this eompare  with the numbar of people the department hag
devoted fa intemationnbly Influencéd terrarism?

Responzer Our efforts and reiources dedicared o counterierrorism, including domestic
torrorist threats, ate robust. The Depurimont is comtinually working to expand and
Improve our inttistives and resourses velated to countering domostic tetrotlsm,

The Depariment’s Offiee of Intelligance and Analysis ([&A) hing snalyste dedlented to
studying aad analyzing all forms of terrorism. Tn 2015, IRA has delivered sumarous
threat briefings to foderal, stato, focal, fribal, terdtotial (SLTT) and privata seetor
customers to enhariee their usiderstanding of the domeiio terrorist threat. These praducts
and brieflags addressed sush toplos as violent shits supremaciat extremist trsnty 1o
Avizona; violent severcign citizen oxtremist atiempts 1 aeeess militaey bases; and
steategio implicntions of a violent anlmal rights extremist attaek in Mevada,

The Depatiment also supports state and major urban, wea fision centers by sharing
intelligence and infornation with lts SLTT and private seator partners, L&A deploys
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intelligence personnal 10 Riston centers loeated [n each state, 45 well &y other girategic
locations. These intelligonee professlonals work hand-in-hand with their state and logal
pactngrs and the privits soctor (o callect, report, analyze, and shars informition und
intefHgence, including Information on demestle terrotism throeats, with fusion conters.

Additionally, Thave appointed a Countering Yiolewt Exiremlsm (CVE) Coordinater who
tiag expamded euirent CVE efforts by ypdating community brlefings to add maore
infarmation gn domestic terrorist groups and movendnty; updating comnnmity exercises
to further address requasts ralged by sommunlty nvembers concerned aboat domestic
terrorigm; and prometing resovrcey hitended to hiefp law enforcement and comununity
members respond [0 1 diverss arity of tercorist threats, The Department avill continme by
work with ks pactuess to ideetlfy and mitigate potential domestio terorist throats.
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Question: T 2009, the Department of Homeland Security rofoased n study entitled,
"Right-wing Bxtromism: Current Eeonomie nnd Politieal Climate Fueling Resurgonce In
Radicalization and Reevitment'. Followdng publie ofiffeisin of the study, the
Department disbaaded the Fxtramism and Radicalization Branch of the Homeland -
Environment Thrent Analysis Divislon, On June 7, 2011, the Washington Post reported,
“Fha depariment has cut the number of personnel studylug domestio terrorism unrelaied
ta Infam, ounoeled numerous state and foeal Jaw enforeement briotings, sod held ap
digsemingtion of neaily a dozen reports on exfreist groups..." A copy of thic yiiicle Js
attashed for your cosvenience, ' . '

On June 24, 2015, the New York TInies reported, "Since Sept, 11, 2001, noarfy twice as
maty people bave boen Kifled by white supremacists, antigovernmont fanatios and other
non-buslim extromisis fan by redionl Muslims...” A copy of the wrdele is attached for
your convenience, ‘ ¢

-
&

It would seem to ine thut reinstituting the Exremism and Radicallzation Branch of the
Homelard Briviroiment Threat Analysis Division would s sore dnportant now than
over. Will the depariment bo reinstituting this didision? I not, why not?

Responses The Depertment currently devotds substential efforts to the study and
understanding of the threats posed by demestis ferrorism. Intolligonce analysts in the
Depariment’s Office of Inte‘lﬁgancgnﬁd Analysis (18 A study and anglyze virons
‘napeots of the-gomestle terrodsm threat. Over the past yeur, TRA analysts bave
disseminaled numergus analyt)e products and threat bdefings to Feckoral, state, logal,
tribal, territorial, and private dgator customers fo enhance tholr undorstanding of domestic
terrorist. We also partnet with the Foderal Burony of Investignton (FBD) and its
Domestie Terorism Axialysls Unit to further enhance the Depactment's

undergtanding, Addiionaily, the Department’s Office of Seience and Teshuokogy (S&T) '

sponsora ressarel on violent extrentiset across the spectrum of ideslogical motivation,
{neludimg domastie ferrovigm. We will continue these and other efforte 21 we seek o
further cor understanding of the inderpiunings of terrorist threats of ali forms.




