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Mr. Andrew Wheeler
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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
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Knoxville, TN 37902

Dear Administrator Wheeler:

[ write to express my alarm after learning that the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
disregarded the advice of its own scientists and lawyers by issuing a rule that restricted but did
not ban asbestos.'

In a memo written by your own staff in August 2018, they stated, “Rather than allow for (even
with restrictions) any new uses for asbestos, EPA should seck to ban all new uses of asbestos
because the extreme harm from this chemical substance outweighs any benefit — and because
there are adequate alternatives to asbestos.”””

Yet, on April 17, 2019, the EPA issued a new rule that “strengthens the agency’s ability to
rigorously review an expansive list of asbestos products that are no longer on the market before
they could be sold again in the United States.”

[ find it incredibly concerning and extremely peculiar that the EPA would cede its own experts’
advice on banning asbestos, a known human carcinogen that has killed millions of people over
the last several decades.*
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As someone who has been closely affected by the loss of a close friend, singer-songwriter
Warren Zevon, to mesothelioma, which is most commonly caused by asbestos exposure, I am
acutely aware of the effects asbestos has on individuals, their families and friends.

To that end, I respectfully request information regarding why the EPA chose not to ban asbestos
since your own agency has acknowledged that there are existing adequate alternatives. I would
appreciate your prompt attention to this request, as too many lives have already been taken by
this harmful carcinogen and your own agency has the authority to put a stop to these preventable
deaths.

Please do not hesitate to contact Alex Schnelle in my office at 202-225-33265 or

alex.schnelle@mail.house.gov, if you have any questions related to this request.

Most sincerely,

s

eve Cohen
Member of Congress



