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August 12, 2024 

 

Mr. John D. Coates, President 

Court of Arbitration for Sport 

Avenue Bergières 10 

CH-1004 Lausanne Switzerland 

 

Dear President Coates:  

I write with great concern about your decision to strip Jordan Chiles of her Olympic Bronze 

Medal for the Gymnastics Women’s Floor Exercise. It is my understanding that two issues are 

being considered: the miscalculation of Ms. Chiles’ score and when her inquiry was raised. The 

United States Olympic and Paralympic Committee and U.S.A. Gymnastics contend—and public 

reporting will provide evidence to demonstrate—that the inquiry was raised in a timely manner. 

Even if it were raised four seconds late, the overarching issue would remain: Ms. Chiles’ 

incorrect initial score. Minimizing this underlying mistake while strictly enforcing a technical 

rule sends the wrong message to all those who participate in sports: the rules are for protecting 

the power of the judges, not for creating a fair playing field for the athletes. I strongly urge you 

to reconsider.   

The Olympic games should bring out the best of us and remind people around the globe of our 

shared humanity. More nations participate in the Olympic Games than in the United Nations. 

Every two years, the Games are an opportunity for all of us to transcend our common disputes 

and inspire us to treat one another with dignity every person deserves. The Olympic spirit is 

about hard work, resilience, ambition, and fair play. 

Your Court’s recent decision cuts against those motiving virtues. Rather than reward Ms. Chiles 

for her performance, it diminishes her accomplishments by pointing to a procedural issue in 

which she had no direct involvement. Rather than rectify the error of the judges, it blames the 

competitor.   I do not see how, if one would balance the equities impartially, one would arrive at 

that conclusion.   



 

 

While the Olympic Games should not be political, they teach lessons well beyond particular 

sports. The world is looking to this Court for a lesson: should we choose form or substance? 

Should technical compliance outweigh performance? Is justice about strict enforcement or 

fairness?   

Again, I urge you to reconsider this misguided move to strip Ms. Chiles of her medal, which, if 

left to stand, may forever tarnish the Olympic Games.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Steve Cohen 

Member of Congress 

 

 

cc: Thomas Bach, President, International Olympic Committee 

 Sarah Hirshland, CEO, United States Olympic and Paralympic Committee 

 Li Li Leung, President and CEO, USA Gymastics  


